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BIOGRAPHY

Pynacker’s approximate date of birth can be deduced from a document of January
22,1652, in which he is recorded as being thirty-one years old. He was almost
certainly born in Schiedam. He appears to have first had a career as wine
merchant, like his father, Christiaen Pynacker. In this capacity he traveled to Delft
where he met the Delft innkeeper, painter, and art dealer Adam Pick (c.
1622—-before 1666), who became a close associate of Pynacker’s family. Only one
painting by Pick survives, making it impossible to establish any stylistic influence
he may have had on Pynacker, though he presumably helped him establish his
career as a painter. Pynacker is recorded in Delft from 1649 to 1651 and again in
1657. He seems to have worked frequently in that city, although he may have
continued to live in Schiedam, where documents mention him in 1651, 1652, and
1658. In 1654 and 1655 Pynacker worked for the Brandenburg royal court at
Lenzen in Germany. Several of his paintings appear in Delft inventories of the early
1650s, and in about 1653 the Delft painter Leonard Bramer (Dutch, 1596 - 1674)

sketched copies of three of his landscapes.

On September 20, 1658, Pynacker married Eva Maria de Geest, the daughter of the
portrait painter Wijbrand de Geest (1592—after 1660). Upon his marriage he
converted to Catholicism, and his two children were baptized as Catholics in

Schiedam in 1660 and 1661. During the 1660s Pynacker moved to Amsterdam,
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where he is recorded in 1669 and 1671, although he is also documented in
Schiedam again in 1670, the year of his last dated painting. He died in Amsterdam
in March 1673.

Houbraken states that Pynacker spent several years in Italy. Although his
atmospheric, idyllic landscapes have a strongly ltalianate character, there is no
documentary evidence from the 1640s and 1650s to prove that he did indeed
travel to Italy. He may have learned about the Italian campagna through the works
of other artists, particularly Jan Asselijn (Dutch, c. 1610 - 1652), Jan Both (Dutch,
1615/1618 - 1652), and Herman Saftleven (Dutch, 1609 - 1685), whose works seem to
have been a source of inspiration. Nevertheless, Pynacker’s landscapes are
compositionally quite imaginative and adhere only rarely to the classical principles
of composition favored by other Italianizing Dutch landscape painters. He also
executed a few series of large landscapes that were commissioned by wealthy
merchants as decorative ensembles to adorn their town houses and country

properties.

Arthur K. Wheelock Jr.

April 24, 2014

BIBLIOGRAPHY

1666 Félibien, André. Entretiens sur les vies et sur les ouvrages des plus
excellens peintres anciens et modernes. 6 vols. 1st ed. Paris, 1666-1688
(Reprint Trévoux, 1725): 5:44.

1753 Houbraken, Arnold. De Groote Schouburgh der Nederlantsche
Konstschilders en Schilderessen. 3 vols. in 1. The Hague, 1753 (Reprint:
Amsterdam, 1976): 2:96-99.

1829 Smith, John. A Catalogue Raisonné of the Works of the Most Eminent
Dutch, Flemish and French Painters. 9 vols. London, 1829-1842:
6(1835):285-300; 9(1842):750-755.

Pynacker, Adam
© National Gallery of Art, Washington



National Gallery of Art

(® NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART ONLINE EDITIONS
Dutch Paintings of the Seventeenth Century

1965 Blankert, Albert. Nederlandse 17e eeuwse Italianiserende
landschapschilders. Exh. cat. Centraal Museum, Utrecht, 1965.

1978 Blankert, Albert. Nederlandse zeventiende eeuwse Italianiserende
landschapschilders. Revised and enlarged ed. Exh. cat. Centraal
Museum, Utrecht. Soest, 1978: 184-194.

1987 Sutton, Peter C,, et al. Masters of Seventeenth-Century Dutch
Landscape Painting. Exh. cat. Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam; Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston; Philadelphia Museum of Art. Boston, 1987: 394-402.

1988 Harwood, Laurie B. Adam Pynacker (c. 1620-1673). Doornspijk, 1988.

1994 Harwood, Laurie B. A Golden Harvest: Paintings by Adam Pynacker.
Exh. cat. Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute, Williamstown; John
and Mable Ringling Museum of Art, Sarasota. Williamstown, 1994.

1995 Wheelock, Arthur K., Jr. Dutch Paintings of the Seventeenth Century.
The Collections of the National Gallery of Art Systematic Catalogue.
Washington, D.C., 1995: 201.

To cite: Arthur K. Wheelock Jr., “Adam Pynacker,” Dutch Paintings of the Seventeenth Century, NGA Online Editions,
https://purl.org/nga/collection/constituent/1809 (accessed May 23, 2024).

Pynacker, Adam
© National Gallery of Art, Washington


https://purl.org/nga/collection/constituent/1809

