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Announcement of Greek exhibition

Imperial visit and gagaku performance

DIRECTOR’S REVIEW
OF THE YEAR

A banner year for the National Gallery of Art, with over seven mil-
lion visits, fiscal year 1988 is reviewed here chronologically, high-
lighting certain key events. For more detailed information about
the Gallery’s ongoing programs, the reader is referred to the de-
partmental reports that follow this overview.

The fiscal year began with the announcement of The Human Figure
in Early Greek Art, a major loan exhibition of sixty-seven Greek
works dating from the tenth 1o the fifth centuries B.¢. Many of
these rare and important objects had never been seen outside
Greece. The exhibition charted the ability of early Greek artists to
depict figures at rest or in motion, the bedrock on which European

representational art has been based for two thousand years. Her
Excellency Melina Mercouri, Minister of Culture, attended both the
announcement of the exhibition and its January opening. At the
October announcement actress Colleen Dewhurst read a moving se-
lection of Greek texts, underscoring the debt our civilization owes
theirs.

Their Imperial Highnesses the Crown Prince and Princess of Japan
visited the Gallery on 5 October for an evening that included a
performance by imperial court players of gagaku, a classical form
of Japanese dance and music that is rarely performed outside the
Imperial Palace. One of Japan’s most important historic art forms,
gagaku (“elegant music”) has since the ninth century traditionally
been performed at court banquets and for sacred rites in shrines
and temples. In conjunction with the visit, the Gallery announced
its major exhibition of Japanese art and culture, Japan: The Shap-
ing of Daimyo Culture 1185-1868. Organized by the Gallery in
collaboration with Japan’s Agency for Cultural Affairs and The Ja-
pan Foundation, the exhibition is the first to explore the cultural
contributions of Japan’s daimyo, the great feudal landholders
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Julia Wisniewski

Mr. and Mrs. William Wood Prince
Stanley Woodward

Wyeth Endowment for American Art
William T. Young

BENEFACTORS OF THE
NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART

FOUNDING BENEFACTORS

Andrew William Mellon

Samuel Henry Kress

Joseph E. Widener in memory of
Peter A. B. Widener

Chester Dale

Lessing J. Rosenwald

Paul Mellon

Ailsa Mellon Bruce

Rush Harrison Kress

FOUNDING BENEFACTORS—
PRINTS AND DRAWINGS

Lessing J. Rosenwald

W. G. Russell Allen

Joseph E. Widener

Mrs. Walter B. James

R. Horace Gallatin

The Samuel H. Kress Foundation
Ruth K. Henschel

The Woodward Foundation
Robert H. and Clarice Smith
Georgia (YKeelfe

The Mark Rothko Foundation
Dorothy I. and Benjamin B. Smith
Julia B. Engel

Paul and Bunny Mellon

John C. Marin, Jr.

The Armand Hammer Foundation
Edith G. Rosenwald

BENEFACTORS (1941-1988)

Frieda Schiff Warburg

Adaline Havemeyer Frelinghuysen
Duncan Phillips

Kate Seney Simpson

Harris Whittemore

Barbara Hution

Ralph and Mary Booth

William Nelson Cromwell
Benjamin E. and Regine 5. Levy
Adolph Caspar Miller

Sam A. and Margaret Lewisohn

32

Therese K. and Herbert N. Straus

William Robertson Coe

Horace Havemeyer

Bernice Chrysler Garbisch

Edgar William Garbisch

Syma Aaron Busiel

Eugene and Agnes Meyer

Edith Stuyvesant Gerry

Lillian S. Timken

Ferdinand Lammot Belin

Adele R. Levy

Alvan T. Fuller

Horace Havemeyer, Jr.

Harry Waldron Havemeyer

Josephine Bay and C. Michael Paul

Arthur Sachs

W. Averell Harriman, in memory of Marie
N. Harriman

Robert H. and Clarice Smith

Oscar L. Milmore, in memory of
Pepita Milmore

Angelika Wertheim Frink

Burton G. and Emily Hall Tremaine

Herbert M. and Nannette F. Rothschild

David K. E. Bruce

Cornelius Van Schaak Roosevelt

Enid Annenberg Haupt

David Edward and Margaret Fustis Finley

Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz

Katharine Graham

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

The Woodward Foundation

Robert H. and Virgina Pratt Thayer

Georgia ('Keeffe

John and Louise Booth

Gemini G.E.L.

Grace Vogel Aldworth

John Hay Whitney

The Kresge Foundation

The A. W. Mellon Educational and
Charitable Trust

Dorothea Tanning Ernst

Doris Dick Havemeyer

Walter H. and Leonore Annenberg

David Rockefeller

The Samuel H. Kress Foundation

John Davis and Olivia Stokes Hatch

The Mark Rothko Foundation

Stavros 5. Niarchos

Dorothy J. and Benjamin B. Smith

Mrs. Max Beckmann

Julia B. Engel

Arnold D. Frese Foundation

Mrs. Charles W. Engelhard

Richard King Mellon Foundation

Family of Constance B. Mellon

In memory of Mrs. George R. Brown

Lila Acheson Wallace

The Ahmanson Foundation

Amon G. Carter Foundation

John C. and Jaan Whitehead

Joe 1. and Barbara B. Allbritton
Robert M. and Anne T. Bass
Hallmark Educational Foundations
The Barra Foundation

Ruth K. Henschel

Mark J. Millard

University of South Florida Foundation
Jill and Arthur M. Sackler

John Marin, Jr.

Robert and Jane Meyerhoff

The Armand Hammer Foundation
Edith G. Rosenwald

Family Petschek (Aussig)

T. Jefferson Coolidge, Jr.

Mary Hemingway

Charles E. Culpeper Foundation, Ine.
Knight Foundation

William Stamps Farish Fund

PATRONS” PERMANENT FUND

FOUNDING PATRONS

John Hay Whitney

Walter H. and Leonore Annenberg
Paul Mellon

Robert H. and Clarice Smith

[an Woodner

Lila Acheson Wallace

Lois and Georges de Menil

Stavros 8. Niarchos

Mrs. Charles W. Engelhard

In Honor of Beuford and Teden Cole
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Arnold 1. Frese Foundation

Eugene L. and Marie-Louise Garbity
Richard King Mellon Foundation
Guest Services, Inc.

Jill and Arthur M. Sackler

PATRONS

John R. Stevenson

The Samuel H. Kress Foundation

Philip L. Graham Fund

Ruth Carter Stevenson

Robert P. and Arlene R. Kogod

Family of William Larimer Mellon

Amon G. Carter Foundation

Mrs. George Angus Garrett

Joe L. and Barbara B. Allbrition

Eugene and Agnes E. Meyer Foundation

Gordon and Copey Hanes

John C. and Jaan Whitehead

IBM Corporation

The Leonard and Evelyn Lauder Fund

Walter and Elise Haas Fund

Anne Burnett and Charles Tandy
Foundation
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