
Heaven on Earth: The Role of 
Naturalism in Religious Art of the 

Early Renaissance 



1. St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Francis of Assisi, Dante Alighieri 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Portrait_de_Dante.jpg
http://uploads8.wikiart.org/images/cimabue/saint-francis-of-assisi-detail.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Gentile_da_Fabriano_052.jpg


 
 
The Early Renaissance (1400s) 
Classical revival plus new appreciation for natural world 
within the spiritual realm: 
 
1. Conveying personal devotion through portraits of 
donors/patrons. 
2. Depicting logical, physical space for even the most 
mystical concepts. 
3. Interpreting Jesus in terms of his humanity.  
4. Rendering the beauty of the natural world with 
fidelity as a reflection of the heavenly realm and God’s 
grace, as well as for sacred symbolism. 
  
 
 



2. Jean Purcelle, The Hours of Jeanne D’Evreux, 1324-28 



3. Limbourg Brothers, Très Riches Heures du Duc de Berry, 1412-1416 
Calendar pages:  January and February  



4. (Clockwise from left) Workshop of Robert Campin, Annunciation Triptych (Mérode 
Altarpiece), 1427-32, Jan Van Eyck, Madonna of Chancellor Rolin, 1435, Jean Fouquet, 

Etienne Chevalier and St. Stephen, 1415  



5. Hugo van der Goes, Adoration of the Shepherds (Portinari Altarpiece), c. 1475 



6. Domenico Ghirlandaio, Sassetti Chapel, marble bust of Francesco Sassetti, 
and detail of donor’s portrait from fresco  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cappella_sassetti,_donor_francesco_sassetti.jpg


7. Domenicho Ghirlandaio, Adoration of the Shepherds, 1483-86, tempera on 
panel, Sassetti Chapel. 



8. Santa Maria Novella, Florence 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c3/Santa_Maria_Novella.jpg


9. Santa Maria Novella 

 



10. Domenico Ghirlandaio, Capella Maggiore (Main Chapel /Chancel), S.M. 
Novella  

 

 



11. 

https://www.oneonta.edu/faculty/farberas/arth/Images/ARTH213images/15th_Florentine_Painting/tournabouni_chapel/angel_zachar.jpg


12. Birth of the Virgin 

 



13. Domenicho Ghirlandaio, Lucrezia Tornabuoni, oil and tempera on panel, 
1475,  National Gallery of Art 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ghirlandaio_-_lucreziatornabuoni.jpg


14. Birth of the Virgin (Nativity of Mary) 
 (Lucrezia as St. Anne) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ghirlandaio_-_lucreziatornabuoni.jpg


15.The Meeting of Elizabeth and Mary 
(Insert: Ghirlandaio,  Giovanna Tornabuoni,  1488, tempera on panel) 



16. Sandro Botticelli, Adoration of the Magi, oil on panel, 1475, Uffizi 

http://historylink101.com/art/Sandro_Botticelli/images/04_Adoration_of_the_Magi_jpg.jpg


17. 

http://historylink101.com/art/Sandro_Botticelli/images/04_Adoration_of_the_Magi_jpg.jpg


18. Sandro Botticelli, Adoration of the Magi  
1478-82, National Gallery of Art 

 



19. 



20. 



21. Crucifixion, first half of 14th C., tempera and gold on panel 



22. Masaccio, Holy Trinity, 1425-
27, fresco,  Santa Maria Novella, 

Florence 



23. Donors:  The Lenzi or the Berti family 



24. Masaccio’s Holy Trinity with perspective illustration 

 



25. Piero della Francesca, The Brera Madonna, Sacred Conversation Piece with 
Federigo de Montefeltro; detail of portrait of Federigo 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Federico_da_Montefeltro.jpg


26. Andrea Mantegna, The Lamentation over the Dead Christ, 1480 



27. L: Unknown artist, Madonna Enthroned, 1250, National Gallery of Art,  
R: Fra Filippo Lippi, Madonna Enthroned, c. 1440, National Gallery of Art 



28. Sandro Botticelli, Madonna of the Magnificat, 1481 



29. Jan Van Eyck, The Arnolfini Portrait, 
1434 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:The_Arnolfini_Portrait,_d%C3%A9tail_(2).jpg


30. Giovanni Bellini, St. Francis in Ecstasy, 1475-80 



31. Leonardo da Vinci, Virgin of the Rocks, 1483-86 
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