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National Gallery of Art Launches First Online Course: "Teaching Critical Thinking through
Art"

A Gallery educator uses critical thinking strategies to engage students in a lesson filmed at the museum and available

anywhere in the world.

Washington, DC—The Gallery's first-ever Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) for educators of all

grade levels, subjects, and locations is open for enrollment. Featuring a variety of demonstration

videos and interactive tools, this five-unit course prepares teachers to incorporate works of art into

classroom practices with Artful Thinking routines—critical thinking strategies developed by Project

Zero at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. This free, self-paced course begins January 22,

2019 and will remain open indefinitely.

"We are excited to facilitate a global dialogue on fostering a culture of thinking through art in the

classroom—a culture that values student voice, curiosity, and conversation," said Lynn Russell, head of

education. The online course grew from the success of the Gallery's Art Around the Corner program,
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which has successfully introduced Artful Thinking strategies to students and teachers at DC Public

Schools for more than ten years.

Shari Tishman, Senior Research Associate and former Director of Project Zero, and the lead

researcher who developed the Artful Thinking pedagogy, says, "We are thrilled that the National

Gallery of Art has so skillfully integrated Project Zero's Artful Thinking into their education programs

and that such an esteemed institution is sharing their practice with the world, free of charge."

Produced in partnership with The Smithsonian Institution, the course is hosted under the

SmithsonianX collection on the edX platform. The Gallery commissioned Howes Studio Inc. to

innovate a next-generation MOOC incorporating engaging digital practices such as looking at art

through a high-powered zoom tool. Participants can closely examine works of art from the over

90,000 collection objects available online at NGA.gov via the new iiiF (International Image

Interoperability Framework, iiiF.io) Mirador image viewer integrated into the course.

Because the five-unit course is self-guided, participants can pace themselves through the course as

their schedule allows. The course is free; participants can opt to purchase a verified, instructor-signed

certificate for $25.

For more information on "Teaching Critical Thinking through Art with the National Gallery of Art," visit

nga.gov/onlinecourses. To register, visit https://www.edx.org/course/teaching-critical-thinking-through-

art-with-the-national-gallery-of-art.
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General Information

The National Gallery of Art and its Sculpture Garden are at all times free to the public. They are

located on the National Mall between 3rd and 9th Streets at Constitution Avenue NW, and are open

Monday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The

Gallery is closed on December 25 and January 1. For information call (202) 737-4215 or visit the

Gallery's Web site at www.nga.gov. Follow the Gallery on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/NationalGalleryofArt, Twitter at www.twitter.com/ngadc, and Instagram at

http://instagram.com/ngadc. 

 

Visitors will be asked to present all carried items for inspection upon entering. Checkrooms are free

of charge and located at each entrance. Luggage and other oversized bags must be presented at the

4th Street entrances to the East or West Building to permit x-ray screening and must be deposited in

the checkrooms at those entrances. For the safety of visitors and the works of art, nothing may be
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carried into the Gallery on a visitor's back. Any bag or other items that cannot be carried reasonably

and safely in some other manner must be left in the checkrooms. Items larger than 17 by 26 inches

cannot be accepted by the Gallery or its checkrooms.
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Stay up to date with the National Gallery of Art by subscribing to our e-mail newsletters: Web,

educators, family programs, fellowships/internships, films, lectures, music programs, and teen

programs. Select as many updates as you wish to receive. To edit your subscriber information, please

go to our subscription management page.
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