
NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION 

 
 
 
This request for an appropriation is based on the premises 
contained in section 4(a) of the Joint Resolution of Congress, 
March 24, 1937, (20 U.S.C. 71-75) in which: 
 
“The faith of the United States is pledged that…the United States 
will provide such funds as may be necessary for the upkeep of the 
National Gallery of Art and the administrative expenses and costs 
of operation thereof, including the protection and care of works of 
art acquired by the Board, so that the National Gallery of Art shall 
be at all times properly maintained and the works of art contained 
therein shall be exhibited regularly to the general public free of 
charge.  For these purposes there are hereby authorized to be 
appropriated such sums as may be necessary.” 
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NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
APPROPRIATION LANGUAGE 

 
 

Salaries & Expenses 
 
 
For the upkeep and operations of the National Gallery of Art, the 
protection and care of the works of art therein, and administrative 
expenses incident thereto, as authorized by the Act of March 24, 
1937 (50 Stat. 51), as amended by the public resolution of April 
13, 1939 (Public Resolution 9, Seventy-sixth Congress), including 
services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109; payment in advance 
when authorized by the treasurer of the Gallery for membership in 
library, museum, and art associations or societies whose 
publications or services are available to members only, or to 
members at a price lower than to the general public; purchase, 
repair, and cleaning of uniforms for guards, and uniforms, or 
allowances therefor, for other employees as authorized by law (5 
U.S.C. 5901-5902); purchase or rental of devices and services for 
protecting buildings and contents thereof, and maintenance, 
alteration, improvement, and repair of buildings, approaches, and 
grounds; and purchase of services for restoration and repair of 
works of art for the National Gallery of Art by contracts made, 
without advertising, with individuals, firms, or organizations at 
such rates or prices and under such terms and conditions as the 
Gallery may deem proper, [$105,388,000] $108,986,000 of which 
not to exceed [$3,350,000] $1,626,000 for the special exhibition 
program shall remain available until expended.  (Department of 
the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2009.) 
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NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
APPROPRIATION LANGUAGE 

 
 
 

Repair, Restoration and Renovation of Buildings 
 
 
For necessary expenses of repair, restoration and renovation of 
buildings, grounds, and facilities owned or occupied by the 
National Gallery of Art, by contract, or otherwise, as authorized, 
[$17,368,000] $56,259,000 to remain available until expended:  
Provided, That of this amount, $40,000,000 shall be available to 
repair the National Gallery’s East Building façade. Provided 
further, That contracts awarded for environmental systems, 
protection systems, and exterior repair or renovation of buildings 
of the National Gallery of Art may be negotiated with selected 
contractors and awarded on the basis of contractor qualifications 
as well as price. (Department of the Interior, Environment, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2009.)   
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