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Very little is known about the life of the still-life painter François van Daellen. He

was active in The Hague, joining the Guild of Saint Luke in 1636 as a student of the

portraitist Joachim Ottensz Houckgeest (c. 1585–after 1644).[1] Documents indicate

that the still-life painter Abraham van Beyeren (1620/1621–1690), who also worked

in The Hague, repaid a debt to Van Daellen in 1651.[2]
 
That little else is known about Van Daellen’s life is made more complicated by the

fact that his existing oeuvre is not large—about seven paintings—and is relatively

uniform. Everyone one of his extant paintings is an intimate vanitas still life that

depicts extinguished candles and skulls arranged with books or musical

instruments on marble tabletops. Painters from Leiden, among them Jacques de

Gheyn II (Dutch, 1565 - 1629), Jan Davidsz de Heem (Dutch, 1606 - 1684), and

Hendrick van Steenwijk the Younger (Flemish, c. 1580 - 1649) similarly juxtaposed

literary achievements with reminders of the fleeting nature of human life, which

suggests that Van Daellen had some connection to this artistic tradition.[3]

Although Van Daellen repeated almost identical combinations of items in all his

paintings, he created a unique architectural environment for each one, sometimes

setting his arrangements within stone niches or placing them before classicizing

columns and courtyards.[4] Two such works, a pair of vanitas arrangements set

within stone niches, have been in the Uffizi collections since 1686, suggesting that

Van Daellen’s works were regarded highly enough in the 17th century to attract the

attention of Grand Duke Cosimo III de’ Medici.[5]
 
 
 
[1] Frederik Daniel Otto Obreen, Archief voor Nederlandsche kunstgeschiedenis, 7

vols. (Rotterdam, 1881–1882), 4:32. On Joachim Houckgeest, see Abraham Bredius,

“De Haagsche schilders Joachim en Gerard Houckgeest,” Oud-Holland 6 (1888):

81–86.
 
[2] Abraham Bredius, Kunstler-Inventare: Urkunden zur Geschichte der

holländischen Kunst des XVIten, XVIIten und XVIIIten Jahrhunderts (The Hague,

1915), 1168.
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[3] A “Van Daelen” family appears in the Leiden baptismal and burial records in the

first decades of the seventeenth century, including one “Francois van Daellen,”

who died on February 14, 1601; Stadsarchief van Leiden (Stadsbestuur [SA II]),

Leiden, archive 0501A, inventory number 1313.
 
[4] See his painting in the Musée Municipale Charles de Bruyère-Charles Friry,

Remirement; repr. in Revue du Louvre 4 (1994): 76, no. 9.
 
[5] Cosimo III de’ Medici transferred the paintings from the Pitti Palace to the Villa

della Petraia in 1686; inventory 1890, no. 1077 and 1081 from the Uffizi; Uffizi

Catologo Generale (Florence, 1979), cat. P1765; Marco Chiarini, I dipinti Olandesi

del seicento e del settecento (Rome, 1989), 101–104. It is likely that the pair came to

Florence with Cosimo when he returned from his trip to the Netherlands from 1666

to 1669.
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