
NATIONAL GALLERY or ART FOR IUKDIATE RELEASE

WASHI1IGT01I, D. C. AUGUST 4, 1943

David E. Finley, Director of the National Gallery of Art, 

announced today the acceptance of the gift of the Richter Archive 

of Illustrations on Art containing more than 60,000 reproductions 

of paintings of all schools. The gift vvas iiade by Mr. Solomon 

R. Guggenhein of New York, noted industrialist, art collector 

and president of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation.

llr. Guggenheiu has long been interested in non-objective 

art, and the Foundation which he established aaintains the 

raost inportant muse urn of non-objective painting in this country. 

Baroness Hilla Re bay, Director of the Solorion R. Guggenheim 

Foundation, originated the plan to house the Richter Archive in 

the National Gallery of Art.

John ^alker, Chief Curator of the National Gallery, stated 

that the Richter Archive offered unique opportunities for 

research in the history of painting. The Archive consists of 

nore than 60,000 photographs and cuttings fron books and 

periodicals covering all'the schools of art, but with particular 

euphasis on Italian painting. The reproductions were collected 

by the late Dr. George Ilartin Hichter, noted authority on 

Gior^one and other Italian artists. All the illustrations have 

been arranged by Dr. Richter according to the most recent 

discoveries in attribution and chronology. Llany of the photographs 

have been annotated by Dr. Richter hiuself and offer the benefit



of this distinguished scholar's lifelong researches into the 

history of art.

The Richter Archive will provide reproductions of inestimable 

value to scholars working in ''/Hshinrto'n, arid will help to establic> 

D new center of scholarship in the history of painting slriilar to 

the Frick Art Reference Library in ITew York. The collection of 

photographs of Italian paintings, one of the most complete in 

existence, will also be of particular interest in the National 

Gallery whei'e the asseriblage of Italian works of art fron the 

Kress, Widener and Mellon Collections is anong the greatest in the 

world.

The iuportance of the Richtur Archive, .moreover, has been 

increased by the present war. The photographs it contains 

will lie an invaluable record of riany vorks of art fron the 

great European rauseuras now either destroyed or dispersed. The 

photographs of paintings in private collections, to which Dr. 

Richter had access, are in nany cases unique, and r.iay be of 

great assistance in establishing' the rightful ownership of works 

of art vhen the Wc<r is over.


