NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
Washington, D. C.
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FOR RELEASE: Wednesday,
October 19, 1955

WASHINGTON, Do Co October 10, 1955;

The Trustees of the

National Gallery of Art announced today that Mr. Chester Dale
of New York has been elected President of the Gallery to succeed
the late Samuel H 0 Kress.
Mr. Dale, who has been a Trustee of the Gallery since 1943,
is an outstanding financier, art collectors, and benefactor
He is a native of New York City, where he

of the Gallery.

has lived all his life.

He organized his own security business

in 1903, specializing in railroad securities.

He became a

pioneer in public utilities, imaginatively advocating the sale
of electric power and water securities before others foresaw
their future.

He became one of the senior partners of W. C«

Langley and Company, and was perhaps the best known figure
in Wall Street in the field of public utilities.
In 1935 Mr. Dale retired from active business., including
his memberships on boards of directors, to devote his time to
his outstanding collection of paintings, now his major interest,
and said by many to be the greatest collection of modern French
art in the world.

The collection is particularly rich in the

finest works of the Impressionists and Post-Impressionists 0
At the beginning of World War II Mr. Dale closed his large house
In New York where the collection had been hanging and placed the
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major portion of his nineteenth century French paintings,
comprising; five galleries, at the National Gallery of Art
on indefinite loan.

Later he sent four galleries of

twentieth century French paintings to the National Gallery
t
of Art, thus presenting a continuous history of the developmen
of French art through these two centuries up to the present.
In addition Mr 0 Dale has given many notable masterpieces of
other schools uo the National Gallery <~\ «.rt and to other
museums, and has in his apartment in New York an important
collection of seventy-five paintings, the works of French
and other artists, which he has announced will ultimately
be given to the public,,
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National Gallery of Art at the first meeting of the
Turstees, March 9» 1938° Mr c Finley's meticulous
attention to the construction of the National Gallery
of Art resulted in the magnificent arrangements which
have been made for the display of its collections 0
Through his efforts there has been achieved Mr« Andrew We
Mellon*s hope that the National Gallery of Art would attract other works of art of the highest quality and thus
form a great national collection^. During Mr» Pinley's
administration as Director of the National Gallery of
Art there have come to the Gallery the collections of
Samuel Ho Kress, Peter Ac B 0 and Joseph E» Widener,
Chester Dale, Less ing Jo Rosenwald, Ralph and Mary Booth
and many other important individual contributions When
the Gallery was opened to the put 1 * : in 19i|l, sixty-one
galleries and exhibition areas were required to exhibit
the Gallery's collections,, By March 1?» 195>6, sixty-two
additional galleries and exhibition areas will have been
finished under Mr 0 Pinley's direction or used as exhibition areas to house additional acquisitions which have
come to the Gallery by his efforts
Under his guidance
the National Gallery of Art has achieved a place among
the greatest of the world's galleries
The example of
his administration and his leadership in the arrangement
of international exhibitions will leave a lasting impression of his work not only on the National GaXlery of Art
but on the other art galleries of the Nation^, His positions as Vice Chairman of the American Commission for
the Protection and Salvage of Artistic and Historic
Monuments in War Areas, and as Chairman^ National Trust
for Historic Preservations and his appointments by
Presidents Roosevelt, Truman and Elsenhower as a Member
of the Commission of Pine ArtSj, of which he has been
Chairman since 1950* have added prestige to the office
of Director of the National Gallery of Artj and
"That the Trustees Indicate their sense of personal
loss at the retirement of David E» Finley and express to
him their high regard and best wishes that he may enjoy
many years of health and happiness after his long career
of distinguished public service to his country? and
"That the Trustees request the Secretary to transmit an embossed copy of this resolution to David E e Pinley 0 "

