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WASHINGTON, November 5s David E 0 Finleys, Director, announces 

the opening on November 9th s at the National Gallery of Art, 

of a special exhibition of contemporary German graphic art. 

The modern German prints included in the exhibition are a 

gift to the American people from the people of the Federal 

Republic of Germany. They were sent to Washington during 

the summer with an expression of gratitude by Theodore Heuss, 

President of the Federal Republic of Germany, He wrote that 

"the money for the purchase of these works of art was raised 

by millions of Germans, some of whom themselves have experienced 

the active help of unknown men and women of other nations, and 

all of whom are deeply aware of the great debt of gratitude 

which the German people owe to men and women all over the world."

In general the exhibition reflects the universal trend 

of modern graphic art. There is a wide diversity in technique 

and subject matter. Woodcuts, lithographs, etchings, linoleum 

blocks, and monotypes, printed both in color and in black and 

white, are included. The prints are well constructed in very 

large bold compositions. One striking feature of all the 

pictures is the high quality of craftsmanship that is shown 

throughout the collection,, As in contemporary graphic work 

of most other countries, there is evident in the exhibition 

a fresh approach to old problems.
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Hay 16, 1955

to: i-ir. Finley 
hr. IValker

The three large boxes containing prints by German 
artists arrived in the national Gallery of Art today. 
They were made as a gift from the German people to the 
American people. According to Theodore Heuss, Federal 
President, "Our gratitude.is expressed through works of 
art which were created by contemporary German artiste, 
many of whom are themselves living in distressed 
circumstances. The money for the purchase of these 
works of art was rai'eed by luillions of Germans, some of 
whooa have themselves experienced the active help of 
unknown men and women of < other nations, and all of whom 
are deeply aware' of the great debt of gratitude which 
the German people owe to men and women all over the 
world." . . . .

The three portfolios contain 6l\. prints. There is 
a wide diversity of technique and subject matter. 
Woodcuts, lithographs, etchings, linoleum blocks and 
monotypes, printed both in color and black and white, are 
included. One striking thing in all these prints is the 
very high quality of craftsmanship. The prints are well 
designed in bold large compositions. As in the 
contemporary graphic work of most other countries, there 
is evident a freshness of approach which breaks away 
from older conventional traditions.

I would highly recommend that the National Gallery 
of Art accept this gift for the Print Department,

Elizabeth Mongan 
Curator of Graphic Arts

cc:Mr. Richards



May 12,1955

Memorandum to rir.
:ir. Walker 
1-lr. Rieth .

V-;.  ' ^Uv .-^'.-.~ t~X> %.'
Mr. StrausV in'the Office of German Affairs, 

Department of State, telephoned this morning that 
three large boxes of prints by German artists had 
arrived as a gift from the German people to the 
American people, paid for by popular collection 
of funds in Germany. The Department would like the 
National Gallery to call for the boxes and to accept 
them for our collection.

with two assistan 
66, new State De

men ung, rgna v 
Monday morning the 16th, be 
lock and bring the boxes too

ctOn Miss Mongan' s next visit she should insp 
them and nake a report for the. Acquisitions Uoraiittee 
as regards the desirability of accepting the prints 
for the collection here. They must be accepted by the 
Government but not necessarily for the collection of 
the ilational Gallery.

David E. Finley 
Director
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B-21G11 
B-ZL&12 
B-ZL613

T-21615

7-21620 
r-21621 
5-21622
B-2162!?

E-216T7 
B-21633 
B-216??

RECEIPT No.

Rans
Rudolf Weraer AcHeroann 
Rudolf Verncr Ackerssann 
Magdc Fellcltas

Gerth BiAse 
G«rth Dicse

Gsrtatiud Boelte 
Gunthsr 
Qunthcr 
Gottfrieo 
Otto E'lr 
Otto Eglsm 
Otto rglau 
Cerda En#alke

-I?vers

Wolf gang 
VUli G«ig*r

Villra CJrlaaa 
Qrich H«ckel 
Gunther
VolT Hoffaann
Peter Klelnschnddt ..
Jijbert KUasen

Kllwaemn 
Klienann

Erich Kohout
Kr«utt«r 
Kreuttw

Hodolf Sugl«r
Rudolf Kugler

Der grobe Vogel 
OateUtos Drot 
DIft Dab*

Dunao euf Sylt
Friedea
Rilfe

ait 
St. Hartin

Koaposltion
Zvei Kinder
Pwle Welt
F«atllobe Lelchen
Kind
In Chx>ben Karaw
Kechtlld
Vorbotea d«r Fre-ode
ViAter

St. Wortln , 
Eluaeavaiw --. 
Hlch Dnratet 
KachtllchftS St«rx3cben 
Vegetation I 
Vegetation III 
KlrachKlute 
Sanariter 
Taube 
Xtanksua Bsrlln

tsid V'achoerrf

Chief Curator.
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I~21C4?

B-21G50 
5-21651

&-21&55

£-21657 
fc-21653

r-21660

fe-21662 
Dt.21663

B-ZL666 
15-21667

B-Z1669 
D-2167D 
B-21671

IU21673

Ernart T-'J-tslr^ff

Rolf
~. V. Kay 
Frana 
Beins S

Rifcusch

Sail Eolde 
Errsct Ol^rhoff 
Vllll Probst 
Radelf- Pi^llcb 
Fhsdplf Pudllch 
Erlcb Rheln 
li-ich Rhcin 
Dieter Eitzart 
Kcrl Roasing 
Karl B

Berliner L't^itMls 
urt: Vc-TClsPflv:-?r'-

Auf Grund

JugeodlVaode 
Clrnen
?ortrat elner dankbarcn 

Peutschsn

Frieden
Carariter

n.cina ^ollaaierin cit Punpe 
HI. Itortia

Crete Schrxrfes
Johanna Sehutss-itolff
Iferaann nprausr
Marg. v, Stockhanaea-^huscn
VJ111 Titse
Max UnoM
Rudolf WelBaaar .
Konrcd ttMtpfahl
Konrad Vertpfahl
P«ul Wtmderllch .

Frtrondllcho Gabon
Frachte toad Frl»5
Stil.1«b!B Biit Kanne
Landacosit BUS C&3sutschlart3
Dank
Knfe In Kot
Freude
Dor SO. ftertln
Klcderdsnk
Bcukepend*
Wlederkahr Ton Anor c»i Psyche
In nets dea Hephalstos

JRECEIPT No.
152$

' Curator.


