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Final Exhibition from the Kainen Collection Showcases the Vitality and Innovation of American Art; On View from September 1 to
February 1, 2015

tuart Davis, arer hop Chord, 1931
lithograph in lack on wove paper
National Galler of Art, Washington, Gift of Ruth Cole Kainen

Washington, DC—Modern American Prints and Drawings from the Kainen Collection, on view from eptemer 1 to Feruar 1, 2015, is the ﬁnal in a trio
of exhiitions celerating the 2012 equest of Ruth Cole Kainen (1922–2009), a passionate collector who enriched the National Galler of Art's holdings
across a range of schools, including the ﬁrst seven decades of 20th centur American art.
Ruth Cole Kainen, trained in music and a patron of all the arts, was married to Jaco Kainen (1909–2001), a New York painter who relocated to
Washington, DC, in the 1940s to ecome a curator in the Division of Graphic Arts at the mithsonian's U.. National Museum (now the National Museum
of American Histor, Kenneth . ehring Center).
"Man of the works in this exhiition are  artists that Jaco knew personall from his exemplar career as an artist and curator," said arl A. Powell III,
director, National Galler of Art. "He maintained friendships with pioneering artists like tuart Davis, Arshile Gork, and Willem de Kooning, whose works
he also collected.  the time he met Ruth, she was alread an astute connoisseur and generous arts patron in her own right. Together the ecame
one of the most dnamic couples in Washington art circles."
Aout the exhiition

This intimate exhiition ﬁlls two galleries with 37 prints, drawings, and watercolors that exemplif American art as it advanced from 1904 to 1976. With
the exception of a few works such as the light-dappled etching Old Doorwa, ast Hampton (1920)  Childe Hassam (1859–1935), the majorit trend
toward astraction, evident in the jagged outlines of Astract Cit (1927)  Araham Walkowitz (1880–1965), invented forms in arer hop Chord
(1931)  tuart Davis (1892–1964), and iomorphic shapes in the surrealist-inspired tud for Nighttime, nigma and Nostalgia  Arshile Gork (1904–
1948).
Other highlights include an evocative pictograph  Adolph Gottlie (1903–1974), one of Jackson Pollock's (1912–1956) ﬁnest drip paintings on paper, a
ﬂuent lack-ink drawing  David mith (1906–1965), and two astract expressionist works  Willem de Kooning (1904–1997).
This exhiition is organized  the National Galler of Art.
Jaco and Ruth Cole Kainen

Jaco and Ruth Cole Kainen were among the most important friends and enefactors of the Galler. From Jaco Kainen's earliest donation in 1974 to
Ruth Cole Kainen's equest in 2012, the couple individuall and jointl gave the Galler a total of 1,289 uropean and American works, principall prints

and drawings. To celerate Ruth Cole Kainen's equest, and more roadl the Kainens' achievement as collectors and enefactors, the Galler has
presented a series of three exhiitions dedicated to their ke interests: northern mannerism, German prints and drawings, and now, American
modernism.
Ruth Cole Kainen, who egan collecting art in the earl 1960s, served on the National Galler of Art's Trustees' Council from Novemer 1989 to
Decemer 1995 and again from March 2008 until her death in eptemer 2009. Her 2012 equest of 781 uropean and American works of art covers
ﬁve centuries, ranging in date from 1531 through the 1980s. The 10 paintings; 39 watercolors and drawings; 731 prints and illustrated ooks; and one
photograph represent a comprehensive range of schools, stles, media, and sujects, reﬂecting her delight in a diverse range of art.
Prints, Drawings, and Illustrated ooks at the National Galler of Art

The Galler's collection of prints, drawings, and illustrated ooks consists of more than 111,000 uropean and American works on paper and vellum,
dating from the 11th centur to the present. ecause works on paper are highl susceptile to overexposure to light, the can e exhiited onl for short
periods. For that reason, the Galler maintains a schedule of changing exhiitions drawn from its own collection or on loan from other institutions and
private individuals. Drawings and prints not on view ma e seen  appointment  calling (202) 842-6380.
Curator

This exhiition is curated  Charlie Ritchie and Carlotta Owens, associate curators of modern prints and drawings, National Galler of Art, Washington.

General Information
The National Galler of Art and its culpture Garden are at all times free to the pulic. The are located on the National Mall etween 3rd and 9th
treets at Constitution Avenue NW, and are open Monda through aturda from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and unda from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The
Galler is closed on Decemer 25 and Januar 1. For information call (202) 737-4215 or visit the Galler's We site at www.nga.gov. Follow the Galler
on Faceook at www.faceook.com/NationalGallerofArt, Twitter at www.twitter.com/ngadc, and Instagram at http://instagram.com/ngadc.
Visitors will e asked to present all carried items for inspection upon entering. Checkrooms are free of charge and located at each entrance. Luggage
and other oversized ags must e presented at the 4th treet entrances to the ast or West uilding to permit x-ra screening and must e deposited
in the checkrooms at those entrances. For the safet of visitors and the works of art, nothing ma e carried into the Galler on a visitor's ack. An ag
or other items that cannot e carried reasonal and safel in some other manner must e left in the checkrooms. Items larger than 17  26 inches
cannot e accepted  the Galler or its checkrooms.
For additional press information please call or send inquiries to:
Department of Communications
National Galler of Art
2000 outh Clu Drive
Landover, MD 20785
phone: (202) 842-6353
e-mail: pressinfo@nga.gov
Anaeth Guthrie
Chief of Communications
(202) 842-6804
a-guthrie@nga.gov
uscrie to Our -mail Newsletters

ta up to date with the National Galler of Art  suscriing to our e-mail newsletters: We, educators, famil programs, fellowships/internships, ﬁlms,
lectures, music programs, and teen programs. elect as man updates as ou wish to receive. To edit our suscrier information, please go to our
suscription management page.
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Questions from memers of the media ma e directed to the Department of Communications at (202) 842-6353 or pressinfo@nga.gov

The pulic ma call (202) 737-4215 or visit www.nga.gov for more information aout the National Galler of Art.
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