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Gardens on Paper: Prints and Drawings, 1200–1900

Virginia Tuttle Clayton

Published 1990

180 pages

Gardens on Paper explores the garden theme in works of art on paper, including 15th-century codices, early engravings, drawings, books, and topographical plans, as well as through images of allegorical, secular, and even imaginary gardens. The graphic arts have been a major vehicle for the wide dissemination of information about gardens, both recording and forming taste in garden design. As direct reflections of commonly held cultural preoccupations, printed images are particularly accurate informants on historical views and tastes in gardens. This catalog examines the evolution of symbols, themes, and styles in the artistic representation of gardens. Although the history of garden design constantly figures in the interpretation of works included in this survey, it is the graphic work of art, rather than the horticultural work of art portrayed therein, that is of primary interest in this catalog.

View PDF (92.44MB)
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  Hours: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily

West Building

 6th St and Constitution Ave NW

Enter or exit from Constitution Avenue, 4th Street, or 7th Street. The Madison Drive entrance is currently closed.

East Building

 4th St and Constitution Ave NW

Enter and exit from 4th Street.

Sculpture Garden

 7th St and Constitution Ave NW

Enter and exit from 7th Street, Constitution Avenue, or Madison Drive.

We are closed on December 25 and January 1.





  The National Gallery of Art serves the nation by welcoming all people to explore and experience art, creativity, and our shared humanity.
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