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The Treasure Houses of Britain: Five Hundred Years of Private Patronage and Art Collecting

Edited by Gervase Jackson-Stops

Published 1985

680 pages

The English country house was the background for political life, agriculture, sport, social interactions, and, above all, for collecting. The peace at home that Britain has enjoyed for the majority of the past 500 years and the rule of primogeniture has meant the survival of family art collections to a degree unequaled anywhere else in Europe. In many ways the country houses of Britain can be seen as some of the oldest and longest-running museums in the world. The works included come directly from country houses; only in a very few rare cases were objects included which were intimately connected with a house but were no longer there. The resulting assembly shows in a broadly chronological way how these private collections were formed and demonstrates the country house’s role as a vessel of civilization.

View PDF (239.95MB)







       

        
            







Related Publications The Age of the Baroque in Portugal

Sweden: A Royal Treasury













Related Exhibitions Treasure House of Britain

Deceptions and Illusions: Five Centuries of Trompe l’Oeil Painting

Masterpieces of American Furniture from the Kaufman Collection, 1700–1830









        

    







        

        
        	
        		
        			
        		
        	
        

      

      


    



    






























  
  
  	
      
        Stay connected

        Learn more about our exhibitions, news, programs, and special offers.

      

      
        
        
          
            
              
                Email Address for National Gallery newsletter subscription 
                
              

              
                

                

              
    
              

              

            

          

        
 
      

    

  
 

  
  
    
      



  
    About

    	About the National Gallery
	Stories
	Press
	FAQs
	Contact Us


  


  
    Plan a Visit

    	Getting Here
	Accessibility
	Today's Tours
	Food & Drink
	Calendar
	Downloadable Map


  


  
    Get Involved

    	Donate
	Membership
	Volunteer
	Opportunities
	Shop Online


  


  
    Resources

    	Search the Collection
	Conservation
	Library
	Archives
	The Center
	Film Programs
	Music Programs
	Audio/Video
	Open Access Images


  



    

  


  
  
  	
      

  




  Hours: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily

West Building

 6th St and Constitution Ave NW

Enter or exit from Constitution Avenue, 4th Street, or 7th Street. The Madison Drive entrance is currently closed.

East Building

 4th St and Constitution Ave NW

Enter and exit from 4th Street.

Sculpture Garden

 7th St and Constitution Ave NW

Enter and exit from 7th Street, Constitution Avenue, or Madison Drive.

We are closed on December 25 and January 1.





  The National Gallery of Art serves the nation by welcoming all people to explore and experience art, creativity, and our shared humanity.
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